
HC:ll .... I Dfi\':::; '9�3 

NESS INFORMATION SERVICE 

t· ·lE:�;;::;::LETTEJ;;: 1. ;;:::::: 
.Ji .. ll··iE 1. 994 < :::;�-:::·p '95) 

A grea� nephew o� my wife ;t Ooris;t w�s �o be married on Sa�urday 15�h 

July '95. The ceremony was �o be in Cr uden Bay;t some 25 miles nor�h oF 

Abe�deen. Keep i ng an eye on �ravell i ng expenses we decided to bring our 

1�.,·-·ip ·t.o l....oc!···� 1·-�e::::.::.�. f()t .. ·I .• J.:..r··(:i .:..bou.t_ . . ::.. -f(::;r't.ni·::lht . . :;.. ·nd c;:)rnbi ·n�-:::· t-'. ·-'0 t.r·l.r-:•:=. :i.nt.o 

one, �ravell i ng across �o �he loch �he day af�er the weddingK So i �  was 

la�e a-fternoon on Sunda� July 15�h when we;t sis�er-in-law ��drey with 

Oor i s  and I;t were se��ing up at the old p i er ,  Abriachan. Oespi�e the 

Pt''O 1 O"n9•::·cl d,.-.,:::1 ::::-'..l.mm�-:::·t·· mo::;.1:.. of· t_.! ... ,,�:· C;:)u. n t.r··':::! h.::o.d �::··nj O':::l':::·d ;t 1:.-h':::- 1 och 1.;:···.tE·l 
seemed very l i t�le below normal . I heard later �ha� some proper�ies in �he 

01�-::· ·n '.r.lhich ,.··.':::·11::1 on :=.pr··in9:::. f·.:::w' '-'·'-� .t-E·I··· ::::.u.;:::•pli,:?:.:::. :_._h:::·r···2 t .. ·u·nning '•/E·f·"·t:::! lo ''·'· Dou.�;:� 

Macfalane called in briefly as we set�led in. He was a� the loch w i th his 

t .. ·E·:=:.e.:•.r-·c:h i n•::1 =- on 

t.he ·n .::..n i ·nj 1 • .1.1·-·l:::t ;t 
h.;:..:::. 0'•/ET· t"·E·c:en t. 

c .::..;····.:;..· ..... :�.·n. Tl· · ·�,:::·':::f 

-�·:nd ::::.o ·n fi 1.�.-n .. O· ... ·.:�:·i·-· 1:.-h.::· 1::!t::·.:..l·-·::�. DoU.·::1 h-�.:::; cloy·p;::- mu.c:l···, l· .. lf..l.'lYt-i ng ;t 

h1s own us i ng bo��s and echo sounders. This year his work ;t 

h�s prevented him spending as much �ime a� �he loch as he 

years. He has also spen� time re�urbishing �heir �our i ng 

were �o be o�� �o Cornwall wi�hin a �ew days and had t .. OI .•. It;;;·d 
f·t . .  ·orn L..::.rs:;�:.:. l:l'::lt .. ·:=.h i r·,:.:;· =- ·fot·-· ·='· cou.p 1 E· of t;::l-:=t.':::l:=:. -�.:::. .;.. t_.r·· i .:;.. 1 it_. t.o t.he 1 och ;t 

HE· .: •. r-·t·· . . :.:n9�-::·d t.o r··�:::· t.u. t .. · ·n 1:.. he ·f o 1 1 o '··.1 i ·r1 g E· '•/ ,:;. n i ·n ·=:� 1_._: i i: .. l . .. t t·i .::'. t·· 9 .� ... 1··· •:::· t. -3. n d i==i 1 .;:.. n • 

Fift.E·r-· on Monday R i chard Carter � one o� our newer members;t called 

a� �he pier . He was camp i ng w i �h h i s  wi�e;t Florence;t and �wo sons a� �he 

Invermor i s�on Camp s1�e. Richard � �rom Huddersfield;t has a �welve �oo� 

dingy wi�h simple �ish �inding equipmen� and was doing some echo sou�jing 

.:;.rou .nd t . . h�:· fpt·· t. fl•..i.SfU.::::. t.IJ.:::. t:::·ncl of· t.h,::· loch,. �·-lhi 1.::· F:ich.).r ··d ,_..�.:�.::::. , .. .li t.l···, u .:=. Dou.g 

and famil� arrived;t resulting 

pleasures wh i le v i s i � i ng �he 

i n  .;:.. '•.tt;::·t·-·1::.-l 900(:1 n.:r. ·t.- t  . .:;;·r' .. O·n E· of· !"1'!1::.� •:::'11···.,;::.�. 1:, 

loch 1s be i ng able to mee� up w1�h old 

f·t-·iend::::., l il--:. e Dou.·::� =- .::t.nd ·r��:::·' ···":::T· o·r��::·::-:; ll. k•:::- F:ich.:;;.r··(::l 

He:::.:::. .::.. n d t·.f t:::· :=. :::. i 1::· .. 

and have a good �alk abou� 

I h.:t.d beE··n t-:.,:;:·,;::·p i ·ng -3. n eye open �or S�eve Feltham since our arrivalu 

T u.e s cb. y 

-�-�-r·· o u nd 

1.•.1.::..:.:; 

t··es t_ .. ;;..r··u .. =:t. nt. ;t 

Ot-.. t_.l.o.IO .:;1. 90 

:.=::. i ·::rrt o·f· h is van on �he shore over by �he Oores Inn. So on 

down the loch to For� Augustus �o have a look 

t-hE·n 

-3. 

i·f �::; t.e· .... .:;:· ,_.;.;.:..:.:::. -�. t. ·U···p;::· c.:�.n-�:..1 pie1· ... .. i .... l,:: ,_._JE· ·n t. in t.o t.h·��· fll::;tbE·1:::1 

had a wander in the 9rounds. Tony Harmswor�h who a year 

:i. n -::::l·"'t.=:t.�·-·9'�:· of· 1:.-i· .. p;::· ()·f·f i c i .;:t.l Lcu:::h I···IE·:=.:s E:=<h i b :t. t_. ion 
Orumnadroch i �;t and i s  now c:onsul�an�/bursar a� �he Abbey� saw us and came 

t.o h.:!f.'..l�:::· .:.. .::1u. i cl-·:. ,_._:or··d.. I rftt=.�· ·n t. i o ·rp::;·d .::.. F· i ec,::· I l·"i·:O.d s•:::·t;;�n i ·n ·t.he p.:q:·.:·•::·r··::::. t_.h.;:.:t. 

�he Abbey was perhaps losing ou� a l i �tle �o the Mons�er exhibi�ions a� 

Drumnadrochit. He said he did no� know how �hat s�ory had developed;t as he 

is very pleased w i th �he increasing numbers of visi�ors �hey are ge��ing. 

I asked him i� in his work wi�h �he monks and �he Abbey authorities, he 

had heard any�h i ng about a sigh�ing logbook. Re�erence �o �his logbok� 

:::.u.ppo:::: . .;::·d l y 1--:.t="=:-pt. b1::.-l �,he monk::;; 0'·/1!:-:'t-· 1:.-i· .. ,,;::· 1:::!E·.:,.r··:.::� t.o r···::·cor··d rfit:YCt::::.1: .. er' :;; i ·;:11·-,t. i n·::t:.=::. =· 

had reached me �rom �wo di��erent sources in �he last ye�r " However no o�e 

:::.�t=.=·erfl•?d t.o l:::u::- .::1.1:) 1 e i: .. r·.�.c�.:::· i ·t. .. To·o(:::! :::;.�=.. :i. d h�? h.::..d t··,;:·c,::·n t.:t·t.�::.-l !:: u::·e ·n -�.sk.:.:�(:l .:.•.bou.t .. 
i t  but had no knowledge of such a lo9book. He said he will be makin9 

-further enquries around �he Abbey when �ime �nd oppor�uni�y permi�. While 

we were �alk i ng� Fa�her Gregory appeared walking across �he driveway. I� 

h.�:.. d be12n 2!5 ':::IE·-�·.r··:.:; :sine�:? I l.;,.::::.t. ::: . . :..l.•.l h:lm .. I '"�''':;·i: .. h i r!t in ·t.t·��:::· rn:td-·-i::.l):::. ,_._,hE·n I 
was w i th �he LNI and used to go �o the Abbey �or suppl i es o� �he bookle� 

'Loch Ness and It's Mons�e r '  by J A Carru�h M.A .. Tony re-introduced me� I 
doub� i� he really remembered� bu� it was very n i ce �o see him again. He 
mus� be in h i s  80s now � bu� looked �airly well and is still an imposi�3 

figure in the black habit . I am no� sure i �  he has sigh�ings o� his own;t 

but he certainly knew many o� �he monks who were eye-w i tnesses .. As l 
su9gested in an earlier Nesslet�er;t the Abbey i s  well wor�h a v i si�;t no� 

o·nl1:::1 - fot·· t.he l· .. ,e,···it .. :!f.•3t:::· •::·::-::h:i.l:::.it.:ior-1 l:Ju.t. ·for·· t.ht=.::· ·:::w··of..I.Y!d:.:::. 1:,o. e·njO':::! .;;.. nd .;j.l:::.o 

for, we mons�er hunters, the l i nks wi�h the early years o-f the mys�e,�y� 

had a look a� �he canal entrance but S�e ve was not there. So 

made our way to the 

.:!f.-:3·=•. in .. He ' -'-'·�.:::. t_.t···,t=.::·r-···=· 

.!:J.I .•. Ik l.o.l-�. t"· d ou . t. 

Invermor i ston camp si�e �o see i-f 

.:..nd '···":::· h.::•.d .;.:.. f·ur·· t.l·iet··· (:l·1.;;;. t... l···le ,_._�.�.;.:;::. 

i n  h:i.::::. 

we cou.ld see R i chard 

say i ng he -found it 
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.;)."Od t...h�::· bO'::;I::::. were s� i ll a l i ttle young. As we talked I saw Steve�s v�n 

tucked away at the far end 6f th� s i te. Went along and he was there� doing 
some model making whil e watching .. He i� w ell and s�1ll enjoy1ng life. 
:··-!.:�.'·/ :i. ·n9 j u.::::.t. c,:::·l .:::·br·· .�.t.ed ·fou.r' ':::1,;:?-:.�.r ··::::. .::1.'1:.. t.l·-��=· 1 ocl·-, :• '!:)-,.;:;· .:1.nn :i. • • .t.:: :· l·-·:::: .. :,r·':::l ·f.;:,_ll i ·r .. :; i: . . l·-,e 
d-��-'::l pt-·.;::·· . .. · :i. 01..1.:::. :• l. '?t.h .Ju.11::1 . 1991. " . Ti·-p::;·;····.;::· :::.,:;:· ,::·r!'!:?.=. t.;::) b,;:;· .:: . ::::.pec: i -��.1 SI i r··l·fr·· i ,:;;· ·t"tCI =' 

t·1,:::· 1 :s C) n ·t:.: hE· :�:. c 1:::· y·p;;;· ,. 
do wnhill no w on .::. .:::. 

dedicated as ever .. He had nc��i�g star� ling
.

to repor�t on h 1 �  own efforts 

bu.t... ::: .. :'.id t.h.).t. 1·-ie h -�.d hi!::·.��.r···c:l c.t·· .::.. h,:.:;·.:1.(:: .:..nd neck phot_.(::;sw· .3.ph t.h.�.t.. h.;:..d b,:::·l!::·n 
tak en recently:s by R ita Goold ag ain. Steve said he had been told it was of 
poor quality, fuzzy :s no background and not real l y much u s€ . He hop€d �o 

ffp:::·�:::· ·t. F: i t .. ::.. .::v] .:;,_ i n :• .;:' . :::. :::. h �:· 1.•.1.). ::::. ::= . .  ;:1. i d ·t () l:::u::· ! .... i:;;·t.u. t"· ·n. i -,�!'::� ·f .::1. :i. 1···. 1 1:::! ::::.()on ., H.;:;- h.:;.. d :::q::":::· 'f!'l: .. 

some ti me wi�h her when inves�iga�ing ��� ��o pie c e s  o� video she h�d 

t . . ;:._j..:_.;::'·�", e .:�.r ··l :i. �::·r·· t.l·"1 i : ::: . ';::�,;::· .!;!.!· .. · <:···!I�::_:; 1. 2;;-�) .. In :i. t. :i. -��.1 i !'!'iF:·r··,:�·::�.::�. i ()'f!::::. I_,J,�·r·-,��- t.i·-!.:'.t... F: i ·�:-.:�. i ::::. 

very k een but l i able to �llow her en�husiasim �o carr� her away. While 
t.!·-p;::·1:::1 , .. .���·r·· �:::· 1: . . .::)>;�,:::·t l· ·'tl:::·r·· J.ooh.i·n·::1 .::,.' !:.· t.l· .. ":::· l.:)ch ::::.he h.::,.d ::::.•::· ;.:;:· ·n :::.oiYP:!:·1: .. 1·-,:i.;r!9 .:;;.t. :::.oiYte 

distance and drawn S�eve ' s a�ten�ion �o i�. He had a good look �nd 

be just a boat and must be some�hing strange and s1gni�icant " T aking some 
C1Yt"''../ :i. y·p::: i 't"l'] 1:..1·-,.�.-t :i. t. :,..1.:�.::::. :• -�.ft . .:.:·r·· .:�.11 :- on 1':::1 .::'. l::;(::;.:;,_t... I h.�:;_. ..... ;::· ��::orn.;::· -�.(:r·o::::.:::� 

1 i. 1--:. �::· t. h.;:;. t. .:; •. n d i t� i. :::: . .::.. ::::. o :.1. r·· c E· o ·f .:::once t"· ·n .. fl :::=. h u. ·fit . .;::· t-· ::;;. , .... , . ... ;;::· :=:. ;::· .::.. r·· c:h�::· r·· :: ::. 
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try to c�tch him �gain bu� he had mo0ecl on _whe� we arr i ved � So we only had 

the little chat at Invermoriston. Steve s�id he would keep us up to d�te 
if he made p r o gress with �h�· head/�eck ph6tograph. To date I have not had 
l;)r.Jrd f'd:·t')��t-h i h=l•:;;'(:in:��-�:::·d.�.'::! l .• i,:::· ,_,J;.::.·nt. i ·nt.o ·I ·n· .... ;;;:·i·�·y-p:_::·::::-:::. .:.-�.'l""P:::i :• .::�.�::. 1.::,_::;:. t. '::ie.:H-· =' t.oc•k .::-. 

new bu i ld i ng there, from whi� h � �ood view of the �irth and maybe the 

de' 1 pi· .. , :i. -ns =­

pc.::;:.::;:. i 1:::.1 ,;::· 
I ·t 
t.l·"tr?:· :i.·f ·t.h21:::1 

h'::i d �--· o p l· .. io ·ne:.��- ., The ::::.rn .:;.. 1 1 ;; ::-::-::h i !:::• i 1: .. :i. () ·(! i ·::::. rft .�:.. y·, y·p:: :· d .::1. nd .::.. 
do 1 phi ·n:::: . ., Th.:..�· i ·r11:.-":::-r-·�o:::·::.:.t . :i. n t_.h�::· , ... !o!·-· .::�.1::! F i t .. ·t.h 

are withi n range of the 
�alk is given about the 

dolphins has grown at an 

boat owners saw the niche in �he tourist 

m-��.t-·!·:. ,::·t. .::1.r·,d · b;;::··�:;�.:;,_·n t.() r-u.·n d.:::;lphin I,..J.:�.t.chi·n·:;:� ·t.r·· ip:::: . .. Thi.::::. ::::.�:::·.;:,_:::.on I u.·n �:::t�:::·;-···:::.t .. ::�.nd 
four were do i ng that, with as many as six r�ns each a day. That has caused 
;:::;:)·t;i: .. t .. ·o·.,..:::;.,�=·'::! b�: : :·t.l_.).:;:·�:::-·n 1:..!·-,�:::·IYt .::l . . t"id '1:.-l·-,,:::· con: ::.,;::·r···./.:�.'l:.- i. o ·r1 ()!"'·9·: � .-i"t i z.:�.t. i ;:::.y·,:::. :• ::;;;:::: o·J: .. t. i ::::.h 

Nitural Heritage �ncl the Scottis!1 Wildlife 1�ust. Who cl&im �he number o� 
boa�s using the area is ha0ing � de�remen�al e�fec� on �he dolphins. The 

r··.:::·.;:;.:::�.on.�·d:) 1 e ::::.pe ,:::·d :• .:;.:nd '1:..1·-��:�· .:::k> 1 F·h i ·n::::. gt:-::· ·t u.:::.�:::·d t.o t.l·-,.::..'1:.. -�.'ttd i ·n f .::..et. ::::.;;::·,�:·rn :·-,.:;;.F·F":::! 
to �pproach and play around the boat� . The� also poin� out tha� years ago 
there was a much grea��r volume o� boat/ship traffic to and fromm �he 
Ca ledonian C�nal withou t  adversely a�fecting the dolphins. The� also claim 
·:�.h,::· ·:::lt .. ·;;�· -�;.t.,:::·r·· c.:�.u.::::.,:;:· f'or·· co·nc ,:::·l·-·'f't :i. ::::. 'i: .. h,:::· ·nu.!Yib,:::·t-· :- .::�.-t"t(::l !:::;�:::·i·-,.!:1.'•/ :i. OIJ.t"· :s (::;·f pt-·1'·/-:�.t.e 
::;. F' C E· d b 0 .:•. t . . ::::. .:1. 't"t ;:::i .j 1::· t. -·· ::: . k :i. :::. 1 Yt 

i n:.:;:.h()f··.;;:· r··e:.�:.cu .�::· bo.::•.t. 1·-,.:�.d !:)e;;�· ·n 
t. h.: .. �· .:1 . t-· ��· .:;;, " 
c.::..J.l,:�·d ou.t. 

on.;::· :::. 1: .. o!·-· ':::1 ·t. h.:�. t. t-1·-p;::· 
it was �he �aste st 

to stop a jet-skier who was tear i n g around the 
firth charging at every dolphim he saw. What can be sa1d about tha�? 

Back at the pier tha� even i ng we had more visi�ors. Dick� Ra�nor :,.si t.h 

Alastair and Kay� 

came ashor� for a while . This is a fast� rigid� in�la�able rescue boa�� 
,_.,�! ... , i eh � .. . �.::,_::::. FT'O'•/ :i. d.:::·d 1:::0':::! ·t.h.::· C>::;.::4.::::. t.•Ju . . ::u·"·d �3er··'·/ :i. ce :i. y', flF·l·-· i 1 :• ::)�5 :o d�:::·d i c:.��- t.,;;:·.:::i r·c)f"· 
use on the lochn I t  is now s�ationed i n  Urquhart Bay. W i th the i ncre �se d 

·ni..I.IY!i:)�::·t·-·�. of r:·le-3.::-::.l .. l.i"-.,::;. cl·-·.:;;.·ft. l.L:.:i. ·n·�::t t.l·-p;::· ].()Ch 0'•/i:::·r·· ·t.l·-��=-�· 1::!2-�·.r ··::; :• ·J:_.\-"p:::·f';:;:· I· .. ,.!:J.'..h:::· t:u:�·�:::·n .:�. 

·t"!U.;nl:::; .. :.· !·"· of· 

i;,l i l 1 !:),;;? 
incidenis� handled b� volun�eer cri�t . The 5.5 m� t r e �as� boa� 
-:!I.Y"t .�4.::�.:::: . .:.::-t. on 1:.-l-··p::;- 1 oc:h.. [I :i. ck!:::! ::.: .. ::�. :i. d t.h.::• .t. -:!! . .t l ·1: .. � .. jl::· .:-:..1..1.::< :ti.:u··. i ·:::·::::. h.::1.d 

undergone �n in�ensive tr�ining programme and now �hey get out on 

·:::·::-::�::·f··(: i :::.e�. , .. .il·-��=�·n po::::.:::. :i. b 1 ��- :• t.() · 1·-=.-::·,:::·p i:..l-.. t�:::· :i. ,... . ::�.1-<. :i. 11:::. u.F· ·t.(:O ::::.•::::·-· .;.:.. t.c:!· .. ,.. l· .. i;;::· ·r...o 1 .:::i u.: :::. 
�here w�s an Austrli�n swimmimg the loch� s�arting �rom For� Augustus �t 
.:d:::.ou. t. 4.:.4.1'!'! ,. t_.h.:;;. t. tY!Of··n :i. ·n·::;� ., Tl· .. ,�:·1:::i h.::,.d p.�� .::::.:: :�·:::··::-1 1·-i :i. !Yi :o .::•.n·�.:i :.:;u.::::·F·or··t. 1::.().:..'1:.. :• on t_.t .. i�=� 



U i·-- q u. h -::>. r·· t_. s i de o f  � h e  C l � n s m a n � 

i n  t h e  l ar g e  w a v e s , � nd 

a b o u �  9p m . n He w a s  maK i n g v e r �  s l ow 

:t c��::::i·'"! 1-·v:;_ (:l l:)e ,:::· ·n ·f.�_ i l·-· 1 1:::! l·"· o u.':.=�i·"l .::.. 1 1 d -3.1:::1 .  

D i c k y  w � s  i n  r a d i o  c o n � a c t  w i � h � h e sk i �per o� � h e  s u p p o r t b o a � � a n d w h i l e 

l·"p-:;:· � .... . �. ::::. 1 ••. 1 i t. h '-'. ::::. i t. :::. e E· m.::· d  t.!- .. ,e :!�. r .•. l i rnm .::· r' l ••• r .;. :::, · ·n o t. m .::;.!..:. i n ·:3 qu. :i. cl->:. ·=· no:..l. 9h 

� o  f i n i s h . We h e a r d l a � e r  �ha� h e  h �� be e n  � a k e n ou� o� � h e '-··' ·��- t . .. :;:· t"· --
+ 

·::r. ' .. • 

:1. OF·m . 1 .• .1 :i. ·t. h t. h r·· E· �::· I'!! :i. 1 �-:::· ::::. t. o go .. i·i.:.�· !· .. , .t •. d .:::I o n ;:.::· !'f! -��. t·"· .;_i: .. i· .. , o y·, ::::. : .. ,: :i. rn::::. .:: •. r·PJ mu. c h  1:.- l''"· .�. :i. n i r·,g 
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